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"It is a happy talent to know how to play"

Welcome to Australind Primary School Kindergarten!
Going to Kindy for the first time can be both exciting and daunting for parents and children. Sometimes it
is harder for family members than the children, to say goodbye.
Helping children have a positive first experience at school is important because it helps shape the way they
think about school in the future.
Kindergarten is a great time where our kids begin to develop a love for learning, expand their general
knowledge and develop their ability to get along with others.
Our program here at Australind Primary School is designed to provide a nurturing environment where our
children feel valued and safe so they can grow physically, socially, emotionally and academically
We have put together this booklet to enable you to experience a smooth transition for you and your child
as they embark on this milestone. Whether you are a new Kindy parent, or have other children in our
school, we are confident you will find the following information very useful.
Most importantly, this is an exciting time and we want it to be a great start at school for your child. Please
do not hesitate to contact our office if you need to discuss your child's journey through Kindy with us.
Regards,
Early Childhood Staff

SCHOOL CONTACT NUMBERS
Telephone:
Postal Address:

9796 3900
PO Box A630
Australind WA 6233

Email:

australind.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Website:

australindps.wa.edu.au

OUR START OF DAY ROUTINE
Upon arrival, children and parents are asked to wait outside the Kindy class until a member of staff opens
the door at 8.30am. You are welcome to stay and participate in an activity with your child, however we do
ask that you leave when the bell sounds at 8.45am. The children will then pack away and sit on the mat.
We understand that your child may take time to separate from you; after all it is a big step for them (and
you.) In order to support students to transition well it is recommended that you develop a consistent
morning routine and follow it each day. Structure and predictability help to ease young children's worries.
When it's time say goodbye and leave, please trust that we will look after any uncertain or upset children,
and if your child does not settle in a reasonable amount of time we will contact you. Please talk to us if
you feel you need to discuss this further, as all children have different experiences and develop
independence at different rates.

END OF THE DAY ROUTINE
Kindy finishes at 2.50pm, but we start releasing children at 2.45pm so you can pick up other children and
we ask that you are prompt when you pick up your child. If someone else is going to be collecting or you
are running late, please let either the office or classroom teacher know by note, phone, or DOJO. Without
this information we cannot release your child to other people. It is helpful if you ask any new adults
picking up your child to introduce themselves to staff.

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO KEEP IN TOUCH
MGM messaging you: A Mobile phone messaging system to communicate student unexplained absences
to parents/guardians. This system will send a text message to the parent/guardian mobile phone when
your child is absent from school and an explanation has not already been provided. Parents can also use
this system to notify the school of their child/ren’s absence to avoid receiving a text message. This
messaging service can also be extended to unexpected school closures or a reminder about a school event.
‘ClassDojo: Our school uses the ‘ClassDojo’ app. This allows you to access all sorts of information and
receive notifications and updates. The app is free to download from the play store (android and iPhone).
Search for ’ClassDojo Australind Primary’. On this app you can directly message your child’s teacher and
keep up to date with what is happening in his/her classroom.
Facebook: Australind Primary School has an official Facebook page which will help us share the great things
happening in our School, celebrate the achievements of those in our school community and assist in
communicating messages about events and activities in the School. Class Dojo remains an important part
of our communication efforts with families and will continue to be used in conjunction with Facebook,
particularly for things such as student absences. Naturally, we ask of our followers the same thing we ask
of our students, and that is, that users Choose Respect and show care and consideration for our school and
everyone connected to it.
Website: Information about the school and links to forms etc. The site can be found at:
http://australindps.wa.edu.au/

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
The school notifies all parents at the end of each year regarding the estimated costs for the
upcoming year. This should enable you to budget for the upcoming events.
School contributions for 2022 are as follows:
Chaplain
P & C Membership

$50.00 per child
$ 5.00
$ 1.00 per member

Contributions are payable at the office (EFTPOS available and Direct Debit).

CHAPLAIN CONTRIBUTIONS
We have Chaplain Support available for students and family members for any issues or circumstances that
may need a friendly ear or support. Chaplain Contributions are $5.00 per child and can be paid along with
the school contributions. This will support the Chaplain Service.
The school Chaplain cares for our school community, including students, staff and family members, in a
respectful and confidential manner. The Chaplain can provide a listening ear, encouragement and friendly
support whenever a 'safe friend' is needed. Our Chaplain provides a non-religious, non-denominational
service to people of all backgrounds. Referrals are made for various reasons, including family separation,
peer relationships, challenging behaviours or grief issues. Staff, family members or students themselves
can make referrals to the Chaplain. Families who do not wish their children to have individual access to the
chaplaincy service should advise the school. Our Chaplain is frequently involved with class and
playground groups, encouraging students and facilitating positive social development.
A CHILD LEAVING SCHOOL DURING THE DAY
Parents who need to take their child from school, during school hours, should first call at the office to fill in
a withdrawal form and have it signed by a member of the administration.
This form is then given to the class teacher who will release your child. Class teachers have been
instructed not to release any child to anyone without this form.
ABSENTEES
We need written or verbal explanations if your child has been away or will be away. Kindy is not
compulsory, but once enrolled, attendance is expected.
RECESS
Each child brings their own individual recess, as we do not share. Please provide some fruit and/or
vegetables, and some healthy snacks in a separate container to their lunchbox as this helps the children
find their recess quickly. Please ensure fruit/vegetable is cut up if this is needed. Other healthy
alternatives include: popcorn, crackers, cheese or dried fruit, yoghurt etc
Please limit packaged snacks such as chips, biscuits, chocolate, lollies etc.
To save on landfill plus money you could/buy large packets and use small zip lock bags which can be
reused?

LUNCH
Lunch is an important part of the Kindy day. Healthy eating habits and manners are promoted and
encouraged. We ask that you pack a healthy lunch for your child each day. We encourage children to eat
their lunch first, before snacks. We would appreciate sugary foods being kept to a minimum. Please no
cordial or juice.

Please be aware that the school is allergy aware. Some children have serious reactions to nuts, sesame
seeds etc and it would be appreciated if you do not send food with nuts. Eg. Nutella, peanut butter.
WATER BOTTLES
 Please provide your child with a labelled water bottle, which they need to bring
every day. These will be placed on a shelf so the children can drink throughout the
day.
 No Cordial or Juice please.
CLOTHES
We ask that all Kindy children wear school uniform. This assists to develop a sense of pride and belonging
in the school. Please keep spare clothes in your child's bag. (Minimum of 1 set) Children may get wet
playing, spill their lunch or have an accident and they feel a lot more comfortable when they can change
into their own clothes. Please label your child's clothes.
HATS
Please provide your child with a clearly labelled broad brimmed hat that will be kept at Kindy. The school
has a hat as part of the uniform. Beanies are also available to wear outside the classroom during the winter
months. These are available from the uniform shop
Hats must be worn outside. We have a sun safe policy where children remain in covered areas if they do
not have a sun safe hat.
Please apply sunscreen before school. We also advise you apply insect repellent as we are not able to do
this.
FOOTWEAR
We encourage the children to be independent – they need to be able to get their shoes on/off by
themselves. Velcro sneakers, slip on shoes and sandals are best. Practice putting socks and shoes on at
home.
Please no thongs or crocs.
TOILETING
It is expected that your child is able to use the toilet independently by the time they begin Kindy.
MEDICATION AT SCHOOL
If your child needs to take medication at school a form must be filled in at the administration office so a
school staff member can be given the authority to administer this medicine.
If you require long term medication to be given we will need to be provided with a health care plan.

UNIFORM SHOP
The uniform shop is online: https://australind-ps-pc-association.square.site/s/shop.
The Uniform shop will open every Friday at 9.00 for the online orders to be
collected. If you are unable to collect at this time the orders will be sent to the
administration office.
SCHOOL BAGS
Please check bags daily for works of art, notes and letters. These are treasures which enable you to share
your child’s journey at Kindy.
Please clearly label the bag with child’s name
SICK CHILDREN
Please do not send sick children to school, it only spreads more germs! If your child is unwell at school, we
will ring you and ask for them to be collected.
If you are not going to be contactable during the day, please provide us with an alternative number for
someone who can come and collect your child. This should also be on your enrolment form.
PLEASE keep your contact details up to date in the office and PLEASE have your mobile switched on during
school hours were possible.
If you find head lice in your child’s hair, please treat and notify the class teacher. If your child is found to
have live lice at school, we will give you a call.
PARKING
Parking in the staff car park is not permitted. It is dangerous for cars to be moving in this
area just before and just after school. There is a large car park located at the bottom of the hill near the
Pre-Primary.
For their own safety, please teach the children to use pathways and not to walk across the car park.
HANDWRITING
We use South Australian Font and the Example is attached. Please use a capital ONLY as the beginning
letter of names e.g. Ann. Please keep handwriting fun, any activity that develops fine motor skills will
assist in handwriting development.

FOSTERING INDEPENDENCE
 Practise carrying their school bag (perhaps when you go to the shops or on a picnic).
 Practise opening and closing their school bag.
 Practise opening and closing their lunchbox.
 Explain what food is for morning tea and what food is for lunch.
 Practise putting their own shoes on and off.
 Practise cutting with scissors (with supervision) Refer to the correct scissor hold.
 Practise recognising their own name.
 Draw together – refer to the correct pencil grip.
 Read to your child, ask them questions about the pictures.
 Encourage your child to “use their words” instead of non-verbal language like pointing and
gestures.
 Practise dressing and undressing independently.
 When going to the toilet teach your child to clean themselves afterwards.
CONCERNS/QUERIES
If you have a concern and would like to speak to one of the staff, rather than trying to speak in the
mornings when we are busy setting up, please feel free to make an appointment.
BEHAVIOUR POLICY
Our school is a ‘Choose Respect’ school.
In our classroom, behaviour will be dealt with in a positive manner. We acknowledge and foster
appropriate behaviour. In the case of disagreements, we believe in getting down to the child’s level and
asking them what has happened, how do they think they can change it, what would they do next time.
We encourage the children to try and work things out for themselves and give them the chance to be
independent (always being there if they require assistance).
If a child engages in inappropriate play in the outdoor area, they may need to sit out for a short time to
remove them from the play situation.
If a serious behaviour incident occurs, we will make contact with you to discuss it.

We use the YOU CAN DO IT program throughout the school to encourage positive behaviour and attitudes
in our children. This program enables them to develop the ‘Keys to Success’
The following YOU CAN DO IT characters have attributes we foster:
Gabby GETALONG
Connie CONFIDENCE
Pete PERSISTENCE
Oscar ORGANISATION
Ricky RESILIENCE

We look forward to being a part of your child’s education and working with you to help
your children become a LIFE LONG LEARNER.

How to hold a pair
of Scissors 1

3
2
1. Put your thumb through the
small scissor handle.
2. Put your first two fingers
through the larger handle.
3. Hold the paper you are cutting
in your other hand.

